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Annual General Meeting

SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 14™

Wateriord Aero
Club Newsletter

Acknowledgements

Annu al Gener al
" nhext at 7:30

The aerocl ubds
at the clubhouse on Tuesday June 14

This is one of the rare
annual events whereby
all the members come
together, and it is hoped
as many members as
possible will attend.

At this stage, all current
members of the club
should have received notification of the AGM by post.

OUR CHANCE TO SAY THANKS

Firstly, the club would like to

extend its gratitude to Michael

Power, who has been an active
member of the club for so many
years. Michael has decided to iy’
retire from the board at the up- ™
coming AGM, and
one would like to thank him for all §
his efforts over the years, his
Sunday morning Breakfasts and
indeed his humourous anecdotes. 1

This would have also included a 6nomination for mob.

Al so a consi der
So should any of you wish to contribute to and influence youd to Fi awh®o6 C
the running of the club, you might consider seeking L\ LWﬁS able to source a re-
NRONMIRRE T OMER t Ot e, “cil"u'b\p’s" blea'™d "placement carpet for the

Dishwasher Ddger

OF THE MONTH

Thi s

mont hés award goes t

Dave Ryan

Who left the kitchen looking like this on his last visit.

Next Month, it could be You!

Or John Roche again.

clubhouse, which Andrew
Power and David Timpson
put down. The overall ap-
pearance has improved
markedly since this time last year.

Chris Hennessy also deserves a mention this week,

&s he arranged for the r elsu
with Kevin Morrissey deserving a mention also in this
regard. Chris also powerwashed the exterior of hangar,

and also spent a couple of days with Andrew Power
cleaning out the hangars and filling a huge skip

Caption Compo

A second caption com-
petition is underway on
the clubds

The second photo is
that to to right, and
comments can be sub-
mitted through the web-
site or the comment box
in the club.

]
llt I| ( l"l

Good luck!
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Howard Aircraft

By Howard Cox

Some years ago | was looking through a copy of TxaBéane and |
came across an advertisement for a Howard DGA aircraft. | had htide the cabin it is very roomy and you could just about fit three
heard of them before so being intrigued | hunted for information, adtlts on the back seat. The two up front also have plenty of spa
so easy in the days before the internet. | discovered that there hahce they have squeezed through the narrow gap between the §
been two aircraft manufacturers using the name Howard. The edndieks. Once installed the first thing you notice is the height you a
est was the Howard Aircraft Corporation of Chicago with a base above ground and then how little you can see over the nose or ol
Midway Airfield who produced the Howard DGA series of high other side of the aircraft. The twd
wing luxurious cabin aircraft from 1937 to 1944. The other com-control wheels are mounted in s
pany was called Howard Aero Inc of San Antonio Texas who modiantial brackets that poke out of
fied ex military Lockhead Lodestars and Venturas for the executitiee instrument panel and below
transport market in the 1950s. In 1959 they produced their own #iis there is a shelf with an array®"
craft design, the Howard 500, a twin piston engine executive aircsafitches and engine gauges and
Only 22 were built before the era of the higher flying turbo props the engine control quadrant.
and jets took over. Two Howard 500s remain and one is in the UK.

It was based for many years at Exeter when it was owned by theThe engine behaved as all radial== : QQ -
Baker Oil Company. engines do dur i i e
to say with one or two cylinders The interior seen in this sales

The earlier Howard DGA firing after a few blades have brochure picture clearly

( Damn Good Aircraft ) seriespassed the window and rest reluc- shows the massive bushed
evolved from a one off racingtant to do so but smoking like mad, brackets that the control !
aircraft, designated DGA&  then after a few more revolutions yokes slide in and out of and
and named Mister Mulligan. they all wake up and thereisa the shelf below the instrument
It was designed by Ben How-gentle rumble up front. Taxing is Panel. The view out is not as
ard and Gordon Israel for  tricky and help from someone on  good as this in real life!!!
high level long distance rac- the ground almost essential to get
ing. Seeing the potential for out of a tight parking spot. As we moved off Dean mentioned that
NS0OLN leaving Exeter Airport - the design as a luxury trans- the aircraft is not crosswind friendly he will only fly on days when
port with a turn of speed to the Sonoma weathervane is pointing down the runway.
match aircraft such as the DC3, the Howard aircraft Corporation was
formed in 1937 and produced about 600 aircraft before ceasing &@pening the throttle gradually on take off the engine rumble in-
craft manufacturing in 1944. Most of the aircraft were produced iereases but is not overly loud, the aircraft starts to accelerate but
the war and equipped for military use. After the war many were refig-a heavy beast it takes some distance before the tail can be re
ted with luxury interiors for the civilian market. Even though theyAs we picked up speed the plane felt as though it were rocking a
are expensive machines to run it is a testimony to their quality théttle in the blustery wind just as though it was testing the air by lif
something like 180 Howards are still in existence. ing the weight off one leg and then the other before it was going t
trust itself to fly. The gusts made the climb out a little wobbly for
Although | had occasionally seen the Howard 500 at Exeter it wathe first hundred feet or so but when we reached calmer air the H
not until this April that | have had a close look at a Howard DGA.ard felt like a sedate airliner and you could imagine touring in the
Walking round Sonoma Airpark just north of San Francisco we would have been the height of luxury in the late 1930s.
found a large, orange red, high wing aircraft being prepared for
flight. N1336M is a 1943 built DGAS5P with a 450hp Pratt and The Achilles heel of the plane is the
Whitney R985 radial engine that first saw service as an ambulant®v crosswind limits. Many were
aircraft. The owner Dean Thomas was going to fly some friends damaged in the war years by young
round the patch and do some flybys for a video but after that he skrvicemen landing on windy days.
fered to take Liz and | up for a quick flight. Designed in an era when airfields
were just wide open grass spaces a
you approaaned into wihd; the How—
ard is not happy on a modern hard
surface runway. The recognised land-—
B ing technique is to touchdown with the tail high to give the rudder
much chance as possible to keep you straight but as the weight ¢
vice when it would have been flying on tles onto the soft undercarriage springs one or other side will con
rough dirt landing grounds to ferry the = press first and put you out of balance. The critical bit happens as
sick. To cope with rough landing areas Standing beside N1336Mail settles down and the rudder becomes less effective. | guess ¢

Deanb6s aircraft ic
side it would be hard to find a blemish ¢
the paintwork and the interior is immactggm
late. | doubt that it was kept in pristine

condition in its early days in military se

the DGA15 series of aircraft were givenat Sonoma Airpark Howard pilot gives a big sigh of relief if they have managed a hal
softer springing in the main undercarriage decent landing without any threatf &ground loop and can drop
than the pre war models but this has one big drawback inthatthé hei r passenge rm E VAR AT e 1

aircraft has a very low crosswind limit, particularly on hard surfacextbook and at the ramp we got out with very big smiles on our
runways. faces.
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A 6maj or wr evi SUNGEES S
way and holding points layout has taken
lace.

T'he r'e mov alreedds St crudnsnse
a s iBoO.
‘
y: The additional appendage;icaut i on, ne
pamy | way hol ding poi,thathasoeenr o c

i added to the ATIS.

Taxiway fi C bas been renamed i A dNew inter-
mediate holding points have been introduced

Please find attached an aerodrome chart showmg‘
the new layout (left).

Amendment to Holding Points and "\\M
Taxiways at Waterford Airport

1. withdrawal of the two runway holding \
point system Alpha and Bravo. \
Replaced with one singular Runway :

Holding Point Alpha

cat1 0321

2. New Taxiway Bravo Intermediate
Holding Point

i "
! N

3. New Taxiway Alpha intermediate (
Holding Point

4. New Taxiway Alpha intermediate B \3 h
Holding Point ~ W -
A2

5. Withdrawal of Taxiway Charlie.
Replaced with One Continous Taxiway
Alpha from Runway to Search and
Rescue

Three Virgins flying over San Fran-
cisco Harbour mid morning™8April.
(c) Howard Cox.

W General Aeroplane Corporation 182
Aristocrat. serial No 20 this is the sol¢
remaining aircraft out of 44 that were
built in 1929 and 1930. powered by a
220hp Continental engine it will cruise

pat 110 mph. with 3 on board. (c) How-

Luscombe Phantom 1, the first series production plane
ard Cox.

Luscombe. One of the few left of the 25 built in 1934. (c)
Howard Cox.




